The following reviews express the opinions of the individual author(s) regarding the value of the book's content for Journal of Wildlife Diseases readers. The reviews are subjective assessments and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editors, nor do they establish any official policy of the Wildlife Disease Association. The emphasis on health of ecosystems is reflected in the titles of some topics, including ''Rarest Ecosystems,'' ''The Boreal Forest: Troubles in Canada's Great Wilderness,'' ''Inspiring Ocean Conservation,'' and ''Life Waters: Wetlands and Climate Change.'' There is a brief summary of the holistic ecological approach to health entitled ''An Update on One World-One Health,'' the profiled theme of the previous ''State of the Wild'' volume.
2010-2011
Impacts of war, both positive and negative, on wild biota and systems are profiled through five essays. For example, during each of the First and Second World Wars, the harvesting of fish in some waters adjacent to the United Kingdom declined, allowing fish populations to rebound. In contrast, the Vietnam fishery underwent a pronounced decline following broad dispersal of defoliants during the Vietnam War. The chemicals devastated the integrity of the coastal mangrove-mudflat ecosystems that nurtured a wide variety of aquatic invertebrates and young fish.
Impacts of human activities on conservation of wild spaces and species are further explored with chapters on relationships between agriculture and conservation of wild spaces, interactions between religious and conservation organizations, management of confiscated wildlife, and the presence of wild components in urban ecosystems.
A section organized by continent provides the current status of 36 wildlife species of special concern, followed by brief summaries of challenges in the world oceans, discoveries of new species, and an update on the status of 10 of the world's rarest species. Some of these reviews describe a very dismal prognosis for the survival of particular species; however, balance is provided in celebrating conservation successes and providing hope where warranted. A number of people are profiled as conservationists making a difference.
Perhaps the most eclectic topic is a chapter on use of trained dogs to locate animal scents and scats in wildlife studies. With so many other relevant and generic topics presented, this highly specific topic stands out as one that might have been cut prepublication.
The writing is concise and well-edited. The topics are logically grouped. The text is supported by more than 170 excellent photos dispersed throughout the book. Although the majority of photos are of wildlife, over 60 are of habitat, human activities, and domestic animals, an acknowledgement of the obligate relationship among human activities, healthy systems, and healthy wildlife.
For the wildlife health specialist in search of specific information on health parameters of particular wildlife, this is not the book to read. However, for the wildlife health specialist wishing an update on some of the most important root, underlying causes of poor wildlife health and the current health status of wild fauna, this volume is instructive and a good place to start. It may quite possibly motivate the reader to increase his or her personal commitment to conservation practices.
